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Kansas Fly-Drive Itinerary

Wichita
Keeper of the Plains- The majestic 44 foot, five-ton statue was designed by Blackbear Bosin, a Kiowa –Comanche
and internationally recognized artist. The statue was placed on the confluence of the Little Arkansas and Arkansas
Rivers, which is considered a sacred site by some Native Americans and was home to the Wichita tribe for many
years.
Carthalite –A remarkable example of an indigenous and historic architectural innovation that, according to some
architectural historians, may be unique to the US.
Mid-America All Indian Center Museum offers a variety of hands-on learning experiences in a setting that is filled
with traditional artifacts and contemporary artwork created by noted Indian artists.

Yoder
Yoder is the central point for surrounding Amish communities. The town is a quaint mixture of the past and present,
as horse buggies are intermingled with cars and trucks. Many businesses cater to the tourist trade, making it
convenient to enjoy this wonderful Amish community.

Hutchinson
Kansas Underground Salt Museum is unique in the western hemisphere. The museum has recently added the
name “Strataca” for subterranean adventure. The museum visitors don safety gear, board a crowded, double decked
elevator and ride down 650 feet in the dark - "because that is the way the miners do it."

Wetlands & Wildlife National Scenic Byway
Stafford- Be sure to tour the Stafford County Historical Society & Museums and the 7 buildings on the National
Historic Register. Have coffee at Taste and See Coffee Shop or a milk shake at the old fashioned soda fountain in
the Stafford Mercantile.
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge- The Big Salt Marsh Loop Drive is a perfect way to do some wildlife watching
from your car and the Migrants Mile and Birdhouse Boulevard trails will get you out of your vehicle and into the
wetlands. In contrast to Cheyenne Bottoms, which is a fresh water wetland with no trees, some of Quivira’s
wetlands are salt marshes, and large, impressive, old Cottonwood trees thrive here.
Ellinwood- A tour of Ellinwood’s Underground Tunnels is a must. Built under the town’s buildings, sidewalks and
streets, the tunnels were home to a barber shop, a brewery, soiled doves, cowboys and gamblers. After the tour,
shop in the downtown antique shops.
Kansas Wetlands Education Center/Cheyenne BottomsThe crescent-shaped museum building curves around the marsh,
offering great wildlife viewing. Learn the story of Cheyenne Bottoms
from the museum’s interpretive displays. A naturalist-guided van tour
starts here and takes you into the Bottoms for bird and nature
watching. When you return from your marsh experience, browse the
gift shop for a souvenir.
Hoisington- Drive up the brick Main Street and check out the vintage
neon sign at Manweiler’s Chevrolet. Park and stroll Main Street, where
award-winning, locally crafted metal art banners hang from streetlight
poles.

Pawnee Rock
Heartland Farm- The Dominican Sisters of Heartland Farm provide
tours and demonstrations of their organic farming methods and much
more. Some of their earth friendly projects include renovation of old
farm buildings, gray water system, rainwater catchment, solar oven,
solar greenhouse, solar shower, and straw bale dwellings. The farm
offers many workshops and is home to a herd of lovable alpacas.
Visitors can plan a natural retreat with a stay in a cozy rustic
farmhouse or the straw bale hermitage.
Rosewood Winery- Nestled in the heart of a wonderful horse ranch,
Roswood crafts more than a dozen kinds of wine; all of them made
from the highest quality grapes. An excellent tour stop on your travels.
Pawnee Rock State Historical Site- May of the Plains tribes
reportedly used it as an observation point from which they could track
and swoop down upon buffalo herds and wagon trains. At times,
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail regarded it as the most dangerous
place they had to pass. However, it was also a welcome landmark for
travelers, signaling that about half of their journey was now behind
them.

More to see in Central Kansas
Ft. Larned National Historic Site- Discover a complete and authentic
army post from the 1860s-1870s! This well-preserved fort on the Santa Fe
Trail shares a tumultuous history of the Indian Wars era. The sandstone
buildings sheltered troops who were known as the Guardians of the Santa
Fe Trail.
Carnival Heritage Center- Step back into the historic past of American’s
traveling carnival. Feel the music, marvel at the art, relieve those bygone
days, and thrill at the chance of catching the brass ring from one of those
beautiful animals on the spinning carousel.

The city is named for its location on the
Arkansas River, by travelers of the
Santa Fe Trail. Savor local food and find
a cozy overnight “nest” as you finish
your exploration of the byway. Here is a
sampling of what you can explore in our
bustling and thriving community.

Courthouse Square/Santa Fe Trail
When you walk the Santa Fe Trail here
on the square, quilt patterns embedded
in the sidewalks tie you to Kansas history
& the square is dominated by a beautiful
and historic courthouse. Stroll down
Main Street and see giant decorated
birdhouses outside many businesses.
The community wide tour consists of
over 70 birdhouses. Downtown is full of
great shops, local restaurants & coffee
shops. (Insider’s Tip: The CVB has a selfguided walking tour of Downtown’s historic
buildings.)

Great Bend Raptor Center

The Raptor Center is the entrance to the
zoo. The center specializes in the medical
rehabilitation of eagles, hawks, owls,
falcons, and vultures. Visitors can enjoy
the interpretive and educational
displays.
Overnight
A variety of lodging options are available
to you within the community along with
some outstanding locally owned
restaurants.
See back page for more insider’s tips!

Dodge City
Dodge City, Kansas is internationally recognized as the epitome
of the Wild West and continues to be a top destination for
tourists seeking the Wild West experience. Dodge City was
crowned the "Queen of the Cattle Towns" in the 1870's and was
THE destination for Texas longhorn and the cattle trade. While
Dodge City is famous for its’ western hospitality and Cowboy
History, these days, the community has much more to offer!
Boot Hill Museum- Any season of the year, you will be transported back to an exciting and interesting time during
the era of dusty streets of the 1870’s and 1880’s.Boot Hill Museum is a historical museum with an exciting and
interactive experience. Historical exhibits illustrate the life and times of early Dodge City and its unique characters
and thriving economy. Stroll down the boardwalk and peer through the windows into a time gone by. Plant your feet
atop of the original Boot Hill Cemetery located in the heart of modern day Dodge City. Boot Hill Museum and
Historic Front Street, is an accredited western history museum.
Boot Hill Casino and Resort-The Boot Hill Casino and Resort is designed to enhance the world famous 1870s to
1880s experience at this significant destination in Dodge City. Enjoy 800 slot machines and 18 table games
including Blackjack, craps, roulette, and poker. Limit and no limit games available. Within walking distance to the
Casino is the Hampton Inn & Suites with 108 rooms including luxury suites. Also adjacent is the United Wireless
Arena and Conference Center with exciting events year-round to entertain you.
Historic Santa Fe Depot Tour- Built in 1898, the Santa Fe Depot was home to the Harvey House Hotel and El
Vaquero Restaurant , now days it is home of the Depot Theater Company, nestled in the heart of beautiful Dodge
City. This depot is the largest renovated depot in Kansas, tours are available year-round. Additionally, the Depot
Theater Company offers a state-of-the-art dinner theater, cutting-edge "Side Track" productions, cabarets, and
more, The Depot Theatre is Dodge City’s very own Broadway on the Prairie.
Historic Trolley Tour- Hop on the Dodge City Trolley for a one-hour, narrated tour of our historic sites in and near
Dodge City, a once in a lifetime experience!
Santa Fe Trail Tracks and Soule Ditch-Located nine miles west of Dodge City you can see the most clearly
defined rut trails, still visible after almost 150 years. The site is nestled among the gently rolling hills of the Kansas
plains. The Soule Canal, listed on the National Register of Historic Sites, includes the Eureka Irrigating Canal. This
ditch and canal are an engineering marvel from the 19th century.
Trail of Fame Walking Tour - The Trail of Fame Walking Tour is marked with sidewalk medallions and statuary to
commemorate the many famous and infamous residents of historic Dodge City. It winds its way through the Dodge
City historic district from the Santa Fe Depot and Sundial Park, to the east to the Visitors Center and to Boot Hill
Museum to the west. Famous and historic western figures memorialized include Wyatt Earp, “Bat” Masterson, “Doc”
Holliday, just to name just a few.
Wild West Heritage Area- This heritage area features two unique areas for viewing history. The Bison and
Longhorn Exhibit includes four unique American Bison and Corrientes longhorn cattle. The Wild West Walk of Fame
features inductees that range from Hollywood stars to local icons.
Overnight- There is a variety of lodging options available to you within the community along with some outstanding
locally owned restaurants.
See back page for insider’s tips!

If you wish to explore further west:
Dalton Gang Hideout, Meade, Kansas- Built in mid-1880’s, the house still stands
in its’ original location. Years later a tunnel was discovered from the house to the
barn built into the hillside below. Legend has it the tunnel was used by the gang to
come and go undetected by the law.
Stauth Museum, Montezuma, Kansas- Experience famous sites and everyday
places from around the world through video and slide programs based on the
Stauths' trips. Explore the world in the World Discovery Center with over 60 years of
National Geographic, map and geography computer games and the extensive
Stauth Coin Collection from all around the world.

Greensburg
After the tornado of 2007, the city council passed a resolution stating
that all city building would be built to LEED – platinum standards,
making it the first city in the nation to do so. Greensburg rebuilt as a
“green” town and now offers “green tours” of their community.
Big Well is a marvel of pioneer engineering that was completed in
1888 as the towns’ original water supply. At 109ft deep and 32ft in
diameter, this is a breathtaking sight to see.
Fromme-Birney Round Barn was built in 1912 to house draft
horses. This sixteen sided barn stands 50ft tall and 7ft in diameter
and is on the National Register of Historic Places.
M.T. Liggett Sculptures- Hundreds of bizarre flapping whirligigs and abstract metal sculptures are found along the
fence line of the highway, just west of Mullinville. A great roadside stop with wonderful photo opportunities.

Pratt
Education Center, Aquarium and Fish Hatchery are operated by the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism. The emphasis of the Wildlife Education and Resource Center is to help the public discover the Wildlife or
Kansas. Displays, dioramas, and exhibits provide close encounters with the both living and preserved native birds,
fish, mammals, and reptiles of Kansas.
-OR-

Gypsum Hills Scenic Byway
Enchantingly noteworthy for its rolling, weathered hills, and
picturesque vistas. Ancient flood plains, buttes, canyons, mesas and
sinkholes are rare on the Great Plains. Yet nestled in the Kansas
grasslands is the Gypsum Hills, or Red Hills, with plenty of geologic
diversity.
Return to Wichita

Great Bend Insider’s Tips

Dodge City InsIder’s TIps

 Great Bend Coffee Company, housed in a historic
masonic temple, is a great choice for coffee or
lunch. Glance up to see the gargoyles.

 A delightful breakfast and hot cup of coffee at the
Golden Belt Restaurant is the perfect way to begin
your day!

 If you call ahead for a tour of the modern-style
Crest Theater, they will turn on the historic neon
marquee lights.

 Kate’s is a local favorite and many have dubbed
them with the reputation for “best burgers and onion
rings in town”.

 The CVB has an array of unique self-guided tour
brochures available, including: Cemetery Tours,
Night Sky Viewing, Agritourism, and many more.

 If you are in the mood for a thick, juicy, and tender
steak, Central Station was voted #1 steaks in the
2013 & 2014 Reader’s Choice!

For additional information or to arrange your trip contact the Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau at:
cvb@dodgecity.org or the Great Bend Convention & Visitors Bureau at e-mail: tours@visitgreatbend.com .
www.VisitGreatBend.com

www.VisitDodgeCity.org

